I t is with great pride and deep humility that I address you as the new President of the American Association of Industrial Nurses. I assure you that I will do my best to further the aims and goals of AAIN and to serve each and all members to the best of my ability.
The 1973 American Industrial Health Conference is past and what a wonderful Conference it was. My sincere congratulations to the Colorado nurses who hosted this Conference for us . The most often repeated comment heard in Denver was , "There's no room left in the workshops." Although it was very disappointing to the members who could not be admitted to the programs of their choice, it was indeed gratifying to those who worked so very hard to make the Conference the success it was. This was the first time that all educational sessionsboth pre-and post-conference -were oversubscribed.
Our members are clearly hungry for additional education and the opportunity to update their skills. It has become quite evident that continuing education is IN. Many of us who work in isolated settings and particularly those who work alone have felt this need for many years. It's nothing new. But now we hear that proof of continuing education may become a prerequisite for relicensure. A law has been passed in the state of California to this effect: it may be passed in others .
The Board of Directors feels this is the one chief area of concern to all members in which AAIN can do something positive. And, hopefully, within the next year we will. Mrs . Mary Judy, Director of Education. stands ready to assist any of our constituents in planning educational seminars and programs either with colleges and universities or other professional organizations. She cannot assist you unless she knows you need her help. Contact Mrs. Judy at Headquarters Office.
The 1974 General Conference Chairman is Mrs .
Occupational Health Nursing, July 1973 Josephine Joiner. The Conference will be held in Miami Beach, Florida. April 30 to May 2, 1974. Preand postconference continuing education programs will again be offered. Since there were so many AAIN members who could not be admitted to the ones held in Denver, those same programs will be repeated prior to and following the Conference program itself. giving everyone an opportunity to attend the program of his choice. There will also be several new programs offered . Mrs . Joiner and her Program Chairman. Valeria Jackson. are working closely with the faculty of the University of Miami to assure us of the very best available in knowledgeable course directors. A special Board committee has been appointed to work with Miss Saller, Executive Director. in devising an attendance certificate as proof of continuing education for all Conference attendees . This same type of certificate can be used for the continuing education programs. There will be more on this phase later and you will be kept informed of the developments.
Each year the Presidents ' Meeting is held in the fall to assist our constituent leaders in one or more areas of leadership development. The information disseminated at this particular meeting is for all AAIN members and should be taken back to each constituent group and implemented into those organizations' activities. It is for this reason that every effort should be made to have your group represented. Financial help is available, if needed. You will hear more concerning this year's Presidents ' Meeting in the very near future.
It's not too early to start making plans. Do your part in seeing that your constituent association is represented at the Annual Presidents' Meeting this fall. and start plans now for an "educated" vacation in Miami Beach next spring.
